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Deusdedit was accordingly consecrated, the Eoman notarj Pantaleo being sent to see that everything was done according to precedent.1 Before long the new archbishop was made sensible of the quiet control and supervision which the Pope thought himself justified in exercising over the metropolitans of Italy. " Our brother and fellow-bishop Theodore/' Gregory wrote,2 " complains that he is subjected to much unjust treatment, in spite of the promise made to him by your Holiness, We find it difficult to believe this, but as we cannot leave the matter uninvestigated, we have entrusted the consideration oi it to our brother and fellow-bishop Venantius (of Luna), that he may make himself thoroughly acquainted with the merits of the case, and send us a report. We therefore beg you to send Bishop Theodore with the Defensor of your Church to our brother Venantius, that when he has learnt the truth of the matter himself, he may give us full information by letter." Gregory clearly intended that the final decision should rest with himself.
(d) The Church of Havcnna.
The history of Gregory's quarrel with the Bishops of Eavenna8 is the subject of our next section, and it affords a very interesting illustration of the attitude which the great metropolitans of Northern Italy assumed with reference to the Papal claims. Eavenna was, of course, the capital of the Imperial possessions in Italy, and the residence of the Exarch. It was, therefore, perhaps, not unnatural that the bishops of the place should aspire to an ecclesiastical dignity somewhat corresponding with the secular importance of their city, and should resent any assumption of authority over them on the part of the Bishop of Eome. Just as the Patriarch of Constantinople, the capital of the Empire, struggled to make himself independent of the Patriarch of the West, so the Bishops of Eavenna, the seat of Italian administration, were impatient of control by the Pope, and, with the help and countenance of the Imperial officials, ventured to arrogate to themselves rights and privileges in defiance of the authority of the Apostolic See. It seemed to
1 Jfcp. xi. U.                                       2 Ibid. xiii. 88.
3 The bishops of Eavenna are not called " archbishops" in Gregory's letters, nor in the Eoman synod, a. 649. The title first appears in a document of the year 666 (M. G. H. Script. Eer. Langobcvrd, p. 350)., 87*         * Ibid. Iv. BO.icit harinonlxe with factK, and tho conduct of the petitioner
